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A Candle From Canada To MalawiA Candle From Canada To Malawi  

by Memory Chazeza Mdyetseni 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gT8i8lVlkKs 
 

On March 22nd thatõs when we had the official 

launch of APU. On this day we invited a lot of 

people.  The expected number of people was 

500 and was composed of chiefs that helped us 

to acquire the place, the head of institutions 

and different organizations around the APU 

school were also invited.  All of the students 

and their parents were invited.  The APU Board of Trustees and their families, 

teachers and their families,  and all of the labourers.  The whole family of APU 

was there.  We did this so that they would know about APU. We wanted to let 

them know that we exist in the same area.  For example we invited the head of 

police because as a school we will need their support.  We invited the head of the 

health center at Nsalu because he will be of service to us in future.  We also 

invited people from surrounding schools because we have just started and we will 

be relying upon our friends for books and equipment which we are lacking.  We 

thought it wise to include them.  This will help us to work together with the 

community.   

It was a great day.  There were so many 

things happening on this day.  First we 

started with the official cutting of the 

ribbon by Christie and myself.  After that 

we had a tour of the classrooms, the hostel 
(we went into each room the shower room 

and toilettes), the cafeteria and the staff 

house.  Then we went to raise the flags of 

Malawi and Canada.  I was raising the 

Canadian Flag and Christie raised the 

Malawian flag.  That was very important to 

me.  That was when I really realized that Christie and Memory raise the flags 
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With Education Comes With Education Comes   

TransformationTransformation   
by Christie Johnson 

 

The pictures on the right were taken during the interview 

process in December 2007 after each of these girls was 

interviewed as part of the selection process for APU.  Of the 

365 girls who sat for the entrance exam, 80 were selected to 

form our first class of APU students.  The girls whose 

photographs are featured in this article were amongst the 

successful applicants.  These incredibly privileged girls started 

their classes at APU on Jan 14th 2008.   Just three months 

later, these girls have made great strides in their academic 

progress, their physical health as well as their self confidence 

and self esteem.  Memory has personally taken the most 

downtrodden of these girls under her wing and is working 

with them at night, encouraging them, listening to their 

problems, and giving them the strength and courage that they 

need to succeed. 
 

Before coming to APU, these girls, having completed their 

primary schooling (free in Malawi), had no hope to continue 

their schooling, as they come from families who simply could 

not (or in some cases would not) afford to pay the high 

school fees at their nearby government secondary schools.  

Many of them were already being pressured by their families 

to get married as their upkeep was too much of a burden for 

their guardians to afford. 
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Valentina Phiri, Christina Nsakwiye, 

 Alefa Majomeka, Cecilia Mathews,  

Maureen Jossam & Victoria Kutuntu 

Before and After Photos 

òLife has meaning.  But to these girls, with everything they are going 

through, it reaches a point whereby they feel that life is meaningless 

looking at the hardship they are going through. They donõt care anymore.  

At the same time, these are girls of potential, because I feel like all 

human beings are the same and I still go back to what I said that given 

potential, they can improve.    You donõt choose which family you are born 

into in this world.  When these girls first came to their interviews, you 

could tell that they felt as if they cannot change and that what they are is 

what they deserve out of life.  They feel as if receiving an education is an 

impossible thing.  They felt miserable and were at a point during the 

interview that they were crying for themselves.  And only this first term 

from their faces, you can tell that they have got hope.  That they are on 

the move and they are moving towards a better life.ó  

       - Quote from Memory  


